Mac Keyboard File for Paiboon+ characters

It is relatively easy to create a new keyboard for a Macintosh - the keyboard definition files are just XML documents, though they look complicated. The simplest way to create a new one is to use a keyboard editor such as Ukelele (http://scripts.sil.org/cms/scripts/page.php?site_id=nrsi&id=ukelele).

To save you the trouble, here is new keyboard definition, created by Peter Baldwin.

Installation

Installation is very simple: all you need to do is copy the file to your ~/Library/Keyboard Layouts folder. In all versions of OS X before Lion, this is easily done. In Lion, your ~/Library file is hidden by default.

To get to it, in Finder, use the menu bar to select Go followed by Go to Folder... and then type ~/Library. In the Library folder you will see a folder Keyboard Layouts. Double-click it to open it.

It is most likely empty - because the standard keyboards are contained elsewhere in OS X.

Copy the Paiboon+.keylayout file into the Keyboard Layouts folder. That’s it.

Enabling the new keyboard layout

First, you need to logout of your account: keylayout files are only read when you login.

Now login again.

Open System Preferences.
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Click Language & Text.
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Select Input Sources.

Although it’s not necessary to be able to use the new keyboard, it’s best to make sure the box for Keyboard & Character Viewer is checked On. This is so that you can have the keyboard visible on your screen.
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In the Input Source box, scroll down until you see Paiboon+ and check the box alongside it.
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Close System Preferences.

Your Paiboon+ keyboard is now able to be used.

Using the new keyboard layout

On the menu bar, click the flag that shows your present keyboard layout.
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In my case, it’s the Australian flag.
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Select Paiboon+ then select Show Keyboard Viewer.

This pops a keyboard on the topmost layer of your screen.


[image: image7]
Note the redefined keys replacing the z, x, < and > keys. If you need the z or the x keys, hold down <Shift> use them. Unfortunately there just aren’t enough keys so there are no UPPER CASE letters.

If you need them, it’s a trivial task to change back to your normal keyboard. Simply click the little keyboard image in the menu bar and select your standard keyboard. You can switch between the keyboards at will.

Typing the accented characters

Hold down the <Option> key for the accent you want:

<Option> ` results in `
<Option> \ results in ´
<Option> i results in ˆ
<Option> n results in ˇ
The accent appears on screen inside a yellow block: 
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Then type the non-accented key.

ə̀

The result is the accented character.

Each time you want an accented character, hold down <Option> while you type the accent. Then type the character you require.

Changing the default accent keys

If you decide you don’t like the keys I chose to use for accent keys, it’s a relatively easy matter to use Ukelele to change them, though that is beyond the scope of this article. Ukelele comes with good documentation, as a PDF file, and as a web browser document.

Enjoy.
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